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We excel in innovation,
thanks to a tightly-knit business ecosystem
Several years ago, Flanders made innovation a priority to drive its advanced manufacturing
industries forward. Close collaboration between the R&D and engineering departments of
manufacturing companies, academic institutions and the government has resulted in an
ecosystem of industrial competence centers.

Why Flanders is a beacon for innovation
Rooted in innovation
Innovation is deeply embedded in Flanders. Thanks to steady crosspollination occurring
between the public, the private and the academic sectors, Flanders’ capacity to innovate ranks
13th worldwide.
Meanwhile, Flanders and Belgium as a whole are the European #1 for innovation linkages
between the private, public and academic sectors, according to the 2017 European Innovation
Scoreboard.
Top grades
Flanders ranks #3 in the 2017 Innovation Indicator compiled by the Fraunhofer Institute for
Systems & Innovation Research (ISI) and the Center for European Economic Research (ZEW).
.Strong points include education and the quality of scientific research.
But the good news doesn’t end there! Belgium ranks 6th when it comes to the quality of
scientific research institutions and 9th worldwide for collaborations between universities and
the industry in the 2017-2018 WEF Global Competitiveness Report.

State-of-the-art research centers
In no small part, Flanders’ impressive track record in research and innovation across a wide
range of disciplines and sector is due to its four strategic research centers. They cover
research in nano-, micro- and digital technology (imec), biotech (VIB), product and process
engineering (Flanders Make), and technological innovation (VITO). These research centers
have fostered close partnerships with one or more of Flanders’ five universities – KU Leuven,
UGent, VUB, UA and UHasselt – and with the business world in Flanders and abroad.
Even more, competence centers like Sirris and OMC offer specific services for advanced
manufacturing operations.

Setting up manufacturing activities in Flanders
Can manufacturing activities in the heart of Western Europe be profitable? Over 5,700 hightech companies in Flanders will tell you: yes, they can.
It’s all thanks to the region’s advantageous combination of a central location, productive
workforce, logistics expertise and a tight ecosystem of suppliers and competence centers.

The digital industry in Flanders
Flanders has a reputation as a pioneer in high-tech industries. The region is not only an early
innovator in broadband, wireless and satellite communication; Flanders also excels in strategic
digital domains and is home to several leading developers of a broad range of cuttingedge technologies. A supportive government and a tight network of private companies and
independent research centers drive the industry forward.

Flanders’ digital ecosystem
From the imec research center for nano- and digital technology to numerous cluster
organizations and incubators: Flanders is home to a cutting-edge business and knowledge
ecosystem to support the development of a digital society.
Micro- and nanotechnology in Flanders
Micro- and nanoelectronics are some of the key enabling technologies through which Europe
aims to keep its competitive edge — and there’s nowhere they thrive better than in Flanders.
Micro- and nanoelectronics is one of the world’s fastest-growing industries. This comes as no
surprise, since they enable the development of novel technologies that make products,
services and manufacturing processes smarter and more productive.
Flanders boasts expert know-how in the nanotech field, centered around its five universities
as well as its nanotech research center imec. A broad pool of start-ups and other innovative
players serves as a bridge between this know-how and a range of novel applications, such
as mart textiles, revolutionary medical devices, biotechnological breakthroughs, digital
innovations, and more.
An ecosystem for nanotech success
From academic and research institutions and centers of knowledge and expertise to leading
industry players: Flanders has all the buildings blocks for your micro- and nanotechnology
innovations and applications.

Our headquarters in Brussels
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Our offices worldwide
Get in touch with one of our 70 regional offices around the globe for
expert advice and support to set up or expand your operations in Flanders.
Contact our experts close to you
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